OPEN  SPACE  PROGRAM 

McLaren  Lodge 

Golden  Gate  Park 

San  Francisco,  CA  94117 


TANK  HILL:  This  rustic  bilUol>  which  will  remain  in  ils  undeveloped  stale, 
offers  sweeping  t'icws  oj  the  Cily  and  Bay.  It  was  the  Program 's  first  cicquisitiotj. 


3  1223  08679  6746 


In  November  of  1974  the  City's  electorate  approved  a  charter  amendment 
establishing  the  Open  Space  Acquisition  and  Park  Renovation  Program.  This 
amendment  required  that  a  set  percentage  of  property  taxes  be  used  to  acquire  and 
develop  new  park  and  recreation  facilities.  Areas  particularly  identified  for  nev/ 
acquisition  included  six  "high-need"  neighborhoods  designated  in  the  City's  Master 
Plan:  Bayview-Hunters  Point,  Western  Addition,  Mission,  Tenderloin,  Chinatown  and 
South  of  Market.  Certain  hilltops,  waterfront  areas  and  other  desirable  open  spaces 
were  also  designated  in  the  Master  Plan.  The  amendment  also  stipulated  that  funds  be 
allocated  to  the  renovation  of  existing  Recreation  and  Park  facilities  and  to  help 
maintain  those  improvements.  In  1987  the  Open  Space  Program  was  amended  to 
incorporate  the  After  School  Program  whereby  12%  of  the  annual  budget  is  allocated 
to  programming  in  schoolyards  and  other  recreational  facilities. 

To  assist  in  the  development  of  the  annual  Open  Space  Program,  a  twenty- 
three  member  Citizens  Advisory  Committee  is  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors. 
The  Committee  holds  two  widely  advertised  public  hearings  in  the  fall  of  each  year, 
followed  by  an  on-site  inspection  of  projects  and  sites  that  are  proposed  for  funding. 

In  the  eady  years  of  the  Program  an  emphasis  was  placed  on  the  acquisition 
of  new  lands.  More  recently,  efforts  have  shifted  to  the  development  and  maintenance 
of  this  new  public  land  as  well  as  the  renovation  of  existing  facilities. 


(cover) 

POTRI-HO  Dl-.i  SOL  PARK: 
Made  u/>  oj  follhi^^reeu 
Uiivn.  picnic  areas  and  an 
amphitheater,  this  park  um 
designed  to  complement  the 
activity-oriented  liolph 
Playiircnmd  located  across 
Polrero  Avenue  (at  J  5lb). 
Ot'er  two  dozen 
neifihborhood  tneetinga 
were  held  he/ore  the  final 
landscape  plan  was 
adopted. 


BOEDDEKERPARK- 
The  development  of  this 
park  and  recreation  center 
represents  the  first  such 
public  facility  in  the 
Tenderloin  District. 


MISSION  COMMUNITY  RECREATION  CENTER:  A  huge  abundoned  laundry  building  located  KELLOCH-VELASCO  PARK.  Situated  in  Visitacion  Valley,  (his  park 
(It  J-1 50  Harrison  was  adapted  to  bouse  a  full  gymnasium,  weight  training  room,  g}m2nastics  offers  striking  riews  of  tbe  San  Bruno  Mouniains.  In  addition  to 

room  and  racquetball  courts.  In  addition  tbe  rear  portion  of  tbe  building  bouses  a  complete  serving  tbe  residents  of  tbe  Valley  in  general,  it  provides  badly 

community  center  witb  theater,  kitcben.  meeting  rooms  and  dance  studio.  needed  playground  opportunities  to  the  children  of  tbe  nearby 

Geneva  Towers. 


ACQDISBTJON  &  DEVELOPMENT  RENOVATION 


Since  the  Program's  inception  the  City 
liiKs  acquired  32  new  parks  and  open 
spaces.  Some,  sucli  as  Boeddeker 
Park,  were  developed  into  major 
recreational  facilities,  while  others, 
such  as  liink  Hill  are  to  remain  as 
unimproved  open  spaces.  Major 
acquisitions  still  remain  a  priority  in 
("liinaiown,  and  Richmond,  South 
ol  Market  and  Tenderloin  Districts. 


23%  of  the  Open  Space  Fund  has 
been  allocated  to  the  renovation  of 
existing  facilities.  As  federal  grant  and 
revenue  sharing  funds  have  dwindled 
over  the  past  decade,  the  Open  Space 
Program  has  become  critical  to  the 
effort  of  renovating  the  City's  aging 
recreational  facilities. 


MAINTENANCE 

An  important  component  of  the  Open 
Space  Program  is  the  maintenance  of 
facilities  purchased  and  developed 
with  Program  funds.  Gardeners, 
custodians  and  repair  crews  are 
provided  to  assist  the  existing 
maintenance  staff  in  the  upkeep  of 
these  new  parks  and  centers. 


•        •        •        •  • 


JOSEPH  CONRAD  SQUARE:  Located  at  tbe  foot  of  Columbus  at  Beacb  Street,  this  one-time 
traffic  island  was  converted  into  a  delightful  minipark  witb  tbe  help  of  matching  funds 
donated  by  adjacent  businesses  and  residents. 


UTTIE  HOU  YWOOI)  PARK  Parceb  l>urcbased  with  O/h'ii  Space 
funds  were  combined  witb  land  d<mated  by  a  Im  at  scarengcr  aim 
pany  to  provide  this  neighbiirbond  (sa  named  Iwi  au\f  <ij  its  man  v 
'  'Hollywood ' '  bungalows)  witb  its  first  park 


OPEN  SPACE  PROGRAM  ALLOCATIONS  I97S- 1988 


AFTER  SCHOOL  PROGRAM 

In  1987  the  passage  of  Proposition  D 
set  aside  12%  of  the  annual  Open 
Space  Program  budget  for  the  re- 
establishment  of  some  of  the  after 
school  programs  that  were  cut  from 
the  public  school  budget  as  a  result  of 
the  passage  of  Proposition  13- 
Currently  programs  are  operating  at 
25  schoolyards,  13  gymnasiums  and  4 
recreation  centers  city-wide. 


ADMINISTRATION 

Administration  expenses  include  the 
services  of  other  city  departments 
such  as  the  City  Attorney's  Office 
and  the  Real  Estate  Department 
which  assist  the  City  in  program 
acquisitions.  As  the  pie  chart  shows 
these  expenses  have  been  kept  to  a 
minimum  (2.4%). 


Acqulftllion  &  Ocvclopnictir 
f't2^nill 


TCrrALI-dNDS: 
S87.4  Million 


KcriDvailon 
S20.6  million 

After  School  I'fograni 
tl.H  million' 


'After  School  Program  bcjian  In  198"^ 
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